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grounds.1183 As the century progressed, historical writing be-
came more self-conscious; there grew up the conviction, which
was to endure for two centuries, that the historian's duty
consisted in explaining God's will to men and to teach
philosophy by example. Even though Fussner was probably
rash to speak of a revolution, he nevertheless manages to show
how swiftly such practices were developed in the century after
Elizabeth's accession.1184 More modestly, the contributors to
a colloquium arrive at the same conclusion, though they were
more concerned with the deeply learned antiquarians of the
day than with the pretentious 'true5 historians.1185 A new
awareness of the past as history can also be seen in the first
phase of autobiographical writing, in the seventeenth cen-
turn.1186 Pocock has gone further than this: by studying the
relationship between historical investigation, constitutional
ideas, and the century's general ideology, he hoped to create
a sociology of thought for the leaders of political strife, and
in great measure he also succeeded.1187 Only Skinner has so
far ventured to follow him onto this pretty treacherous
ground.1188

The students of particular historians have led easier lives.
Perhaps it causes astonishment to find Newton in this section,
but Manuel demonstrates the great scientist's preoccupation
with chronology and often mythical history.1189 More typical
(though untypically intelligent) was a worthy eighteenth-
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